2026 HFE FHRFE
— g s ATy I NFRBRME (B B

BEOIa2=-H— 3211 (3H9H)

£ 10

ROEXZHEH. FEVOERELELTRLBEVNGHLOZO~@M 5 1 DFRA
-6'7_7 L/té(l\o

The Ig Nobel Prize is a special award for research that makes people laugh
first and then think. The ceremony began in 1991 and is held annually, mainly
at Harvard University. The prize is not a joke. It has demonstrated that even
strange ideas can lead to useful science.

The Ig Nobel Prize has also benefited society. It has encouraged scientists
to be creative and to approach problems in new ways. In fact, some studies

that seem funny at first glance have revealed that they can improve our health
and daily lives.

For example, in 1992, a team of Japanese researchers from Shiseido won
the prize for the first time in Japan. They studied why feet smell bad and
discovered the main chemical, called isovaleric acid*. This acid is produced
by bacteria that live on sweaty feet. Their research has helped the company
develop better deodorants and foot care products.

Another example is from 2023. Japanese scientists developed electric
chopsticks that deliver a mild electric current to the tongue. This makes food
taste saltier without adding more salt. These chopsticks can help people
consume less salt and remain healthy.

The Ig Nobel Prize demonstrates that science can be fun and useful at the
same time.
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. Why does the author mention Harvard University in the passage?

@
)
®
@

To show where the Ig Nobel Prize started
To explain where the ceremony is mainly held
To compare Harvard University with Shiseido
To describe the history of the Nobel Prize

. What does the phrase “approach problems in new ways” most likely

mean in the passage?

@
@
®
@

® e

To ignore problems

To think creatively

To ask other people for help
To use old methods

. Why does the author mention the 1992 research about foot smell?

To show that Japanese scientists like cosmetics
To explain why feet sweat

To compare it with the Nobel Prize

To give an example of a funny but useful study

. Why do the electric chopsticks help people stay healthy?

@
@
®
@

They make food taste sweet.
They kill bacteria on food.
They reduce the need for salt.
They make food smell better.

. Which would be the best title for this passage?

® 00

“The History of Harvard University”
“How to Make Electric Chopsticks”
“The Nobel Prize and Its Winners”
“Funny Ideas That Change the World”
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Hina and Asa are talking about their plans for the 2025 winter break.

Hina: Hey Asa, winter break is coming up. Do you have any plans?

Asa: | am planning to go to Tokyo and visit Ueno Zoo. | have never been
there before.

Hina:  Oh, speaking of Ueno Zoo, do you know that pandas have been sent
to other countries as a symbol of friendship?

Asa: Yes. After Japan and China normalized their relations in 1972, China
sent two pandas, Kang Kang and Lan Lan, to Japan. My
grandparents saw them!

Hina: Really? My grandparents saw them, too! | have heard that the people
of Japan were so excited at the time. More than seven million people
visited Ueno Zoo to see them in the first year.

Asa: That is amazing! Does Ueno Zoo still have pandas?

Hina: Yes, but the pandas have been replaced several times. For example,
Ri Ri and Shin Shin came from China in 2011. They had a baby, Xiang
Xiang, in 2017.

Asa: | watched Xiang Xiang on TV! She was very popular.

Hina: Yes, but she returned to China in February 2023 to find a partner. And
Ri Ri and Shin Shin went back in September 2024.

Asa: Oh, so who is in Ueno Zoo now?

Hina:  Only the twins, Xiao Xiao and Lei Lei. They were born in Japan in
June 2021. But their loan ends in 2026, so they may go back, too.

Asa: That is sad. Does Japan have pandas in other locations as well?

Hina: Adventure World in Wakayama had a few. But in June 2025, four
pandas—Rauhin and her daughters Yuihin, Saihin, and Fuhin—
returned to China.

Asa: So, will Japan have no pandas soon?

Hina: Maybe, but | hope new pandas will come again.



For what purpose have pandas been sent to other countries? El

@
)
®
@

As rewards for scientific achievements
As a symbol of friendship

As gifts for children

As a pet

. What were the names of the first pandas sent to Japan in 19727

@
@
®
@

Ri Ri and Shin Shin
Xiao Xiao and Lei Lei
Kang Kang and Lan Lan
Xiang Xiang and Fuhin

. Why did Xiang Xiang return to China in 2023?

@
@
®
@

Because she was sick.

Because her parents went back to China.
Because Ueno Zoo had no space.
Because she needed to find a partner.

. What happened in June 20257 IIl

@
@
®
@

Four pandas from Wakayama returned to China.
Ri Ri and Shin Shin returned to China.

Xiao Xiao and Lei Lei were born.

Xiang Xiang came back to Japan.

Which of the following is TRUE according to the conversation?
@ Ri Riand Shin Shin are the parents of Xiang Xiang.

@ Rauhin is the mother of Xiao Xiao and Lei Lei.
(® Xiang Xiang is the mother of Ri Ri.
@ Xiao Xiao and Lei Lei were born in China and sent to Japan.
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1. This photo me of the trip to Kyoto last year.
@ reminds

®@ remembers
@ recalls
@ recognizes

2. You should to her for being late to the meeting.
@ excuse
@ forgive
@ apologize
@ regret

3. lcan't this noise any longer. It's unbearable!
@ stand
@ sit
@ jump
@ run

4. We couldn’t her at first because she had changed her hairstyle.
@ drive
@ recognize
@ open
@ build

5. The main of this meeting is to discuss the new project plan.
@ courage
© weather
@ position
@ purpose



6. The lawyer presented strong to support her client’s innocence
during the trial.
@ evidence
@ evident
@ evidently
@ clearly

7. Children can easily new languages when they are young.
@ require
@ acquire
@ inquire
@ admire

8. Regular exercise can help many health problems in the future.
@O permit
@ present
@ prevent
@ invent

9. The recipe calls for a large of sugar to make the cake sweet
enough.
@ quality
@ quantity
@ equality
@ reality

10. The elevator is currently , so please use the stairs.
@ under control
@ out of order
@ intime
@ on sale



11. When she heard the bad news, she suddenly into tears.
burst

took

fall

made

® 00

12. 1 need to these old clothes because | don’t wear them anymore.
@O puton
@ look for
@ take after
@ throw away

13. The Olympic Games will in Los Angeles in 2028.
@ take part
@ take place
@ take off
@ take out

14. She had to the job offer because it was too far from her home.
turn into

turn up

turn down

® 00

turn on

15. I met my old friend in the city completely chance.
O at
@ by
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1. Tsuda Umeko was one of the first Japanese women to study abroad.
She was sent to the United States when she was only six years old.
During her stay, she learned about English and Western culture. After
returning to Japan, she began to recognize that the education for women
in Japan was very limited. , she decided to improve the situation by
establishing a female school. Her efforts have greatly influenced women'’s
education in Japan. , she is remembered as a pioneer who opened
the doors to many Japanese women.

A
@ Therefore
@ Frequently
@ Although
@ For instance

B

@ Instead

@ On the other hand
@ As aresult

@ Suddenly



2.

Many people in rich countries send their old clothes to South America
for recycling. The idea was good because it could help the environment
and provide clothes to those in need. However, many of these clothes do
not always match the needs of the locals. Some clothes are too large or
unsuitable for the local climate. , a huge amount of clothing cannot
be sold or used. These clothes are discarded in places such as the
Atacama Desert in Chile. This area has become a “clothing graveyard.”
The clothes remain there for a long time because they are made of
materials that do not break down easily. , some clothes are burned,
polluting the air and harming people’s health. This problem is connected
to fast fashion. Fast fashion produces cheap clothes quickly, and people
buy and discard clothing more often. , more and more waste is
being sent to countries such as Chile.

A

@ Because

@ Although

@ Unlike

@ Consequently

Conversely
Politically
Despite

®oo%

Even worse

3
Generally

H

For this reason
Still
First

® 00
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1. | Owill @start my homework as soon as | @will @finish dinner.

®_Y =[ 31 ]

2. If many photos Ware @shared on social media, personal information

(@can @see by many people.

4. Ourteacher asked us (to @discuss about @whether @raising interest

rates is good for the economy.

MYy = 34 |

5. | called the dentist to have my tooth (Dpull out, but the dentist @had
@been fully @Wbooked.

Y = 35 |

6. DHow he used @to be Bis completely different from what he @is now
as a university student.

By =
7. (DBeing a university student is @one thing, @managing your time is
@other.
E

8. (DEconomics is not easy, but it is useful @for people @which want to
know @®how society works.

10



9. ONo @other @mountains in Japan is higher @than Mt. Fuiji.

®Y =[ 39 ]

10. DIf I @were you, | @®will have applied @for that university.

®y =[ 40 |

11
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